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all mention of recent occurrences, but we had an excellent supper and parted late at night, hoping to meet again in more pleasant conditions.
We left Sanaa at dawn the next day and I was almost as glad to see the last of the place as I had been to catch first sight of it. Our party consisted of the Mudir, an officer of the police, Hamdi Effendi, and about half-a-dozen Arab riflemen, all mounted. We started with an infantry escort of about fifty men, but this varied in strength. I was puzzled to know why they were taking Hamdi Effendi, who, though much subdued, seemed to be no longer under arrest. I had done my best for him, offering to make oath if necessary that he was not suborned.
Ahmad and I were not tied up in any way even at night, as the steward at the Hukumeh, usually well informed, had thought that we should be. We were of course unarmed. The gendarme officer was wearing my sword and revolver, which would, he told me, be handed over to the Consul in Hodeidah, together with the pistol and dagger found on Ahmad, which were also in safe keeping. The soldiers who made us prisoners had plundered us of all we were carrying with the exception of the money, which they failed to discover. A curious thing happened in this connection : the weapons, as evidence against us, were duly handed over to the authorities, and the other things disappeared equally as a matter of course, with two exceptions, my compass, which nobody would have known how to use, and a half-chronometer watch which, judging I suppose by its size and absence of decoration, they concluded to be of little value. It was worth several times as much as all the things they did take put together.
At Sook-el-Khamis, where we passed the first night, tents were pitched for us in the enclosure before the house of the commandant. We thus to some extent escaped the vermin, which I had been rather dreading. The Mudir and I slept in one tent, Ahmad and the gendarme in the other. We had a sentry apiece before the door, and a light was kept burning all night. Every time the sentries were relieved I was awakened so that the one coming on duty might assure himself that I was really